 
	Biography of - Deborah Newkerk

	  

	Career Summary:
	

	Newkerk & Association, President/Founder (1995-Present); Saatchi & Saatchi Direct, North America, Chief Executive Officer/President (1990-1995), President/General Manager (1988-1990), Executive Vice President, Management Direct (1982-1988), Ayer Direct; Tatham Laird & Kudner.
	


Television Production, College Sports, TV Commercials & Sponsorship
 

Riparian E!, Inc. (dba Riparian Broadcasting) is a minority owned business enterprise that develops, produce and distribute media content via television, cable, satellite, internet (webcast, podcast, etc) and new media delivery platforms. One of our missions is to advance the national and international promotion of all aspects of Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) via the production and promotion of HBCU sporting & cultural events. 

 

The Need: I need help identifying sales agents/companies to sell TV commercials. Although, the technical side of TV production is known, I have had to move into the area of acquiring commercials and sponsors for the games. This is not an area of strength for me. Last year I signed a marketing contract with a company to supply TV commercials for the season. They supplied the commercials, we finished the season by sending network affidavits that attested that the games aired, but in the end we were screwed out of $280,000 accounts receivable. This year I signed three sales agents to sell the commercials, but only one looks as if one may have some success.

 

I produced six games last year and have the potential to produce 8 football and 8 basketball games this season. Several networks have expressed interest in carrying the games (time buy): TV One, VERSUS, MASN & Comcast SportsNet. 

 

As you can see, the potential is there, the sales are not. Can you offer advice on what to do or who to call next? 

 

Terry Johnson

